Inter-American Human Rights Network
Supported by the Leverhulme Trust (UK)

&

Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL)
Washington Discussion Forum
Strengthening IAHRS Impact through Scholarly Research
Sunday 10 April 2016
Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL)
1630 Connecticut Ave NW # 401, Washington, DC 20009
This Discussion Forum, co-organised by the Inter-American Human Rights Network (IAHRN) and the
Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL), aims to bring scholars together with practitioners and
officials at the Inter-American Human Rights System. The event constitutes the culmination of a twoyear project of the IAHRN (http://interamericanhumanrights.org) funded by the Leverhulme Trust. Since
2014 the IAHRN has regularly met to share research into the development, impact and future of the
IAHRS, from variety of academic disciplines, including law, political science, history, and sociology. The
Discussion Forum aims to present the findings of research conducted by members of the Network and
to generate discussions about what a future multi-disciplinary research agenda on the Inter-America
System should look like.
To facilitate the participation of experts and representatives of key organisations, the Forum is
scheduled to take place at the time of the sessions of the Inter-American Commission in April 2016 (the
157th period of sessions is scheduled for 2-15 April 2016). The core idea of the Forum is to have an open
discussion structured around an IAHRN Reflective Report prepared and circulated in advance by the
Network. The report will outline a number of particularly salient issues for the IAHRS that have been
identified and extensively discussed during the course of the Network’s activities under the following
three core themes: impact, the law and politics of institutional change, and cross-regional perspectives
on human rights systems. The discussions will also offer an important opportunity to identify specific
priority areas for future scholarly research, and for practitioners and IAHRS officials to provide feedback
on issues that require particularly urgent scholarly attention.
The membership of the IAHRN comprises scholars of the Inter-American system who have been brought
together with a shared objective to generate interdisciplinary collaborative research on the IAHRS to
complement existing legal scholarship on the system. Since its creation in 2014 the Network has sought
to make research conducted by its members publicly available through summary reports and scholarly
publications. The Network has also collected and systematised data on IAHRS activities, and built
institutional and inter-disciplinary links between scholarly communities within the Americas, and
between different world regions.
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One of the core objectives of the Network is to develop scholarly policy-oriented research on the IAHRS.
Forum participants will include scholars of the Inter-American Human Rights Network, including
members of its advisory board, together with Commissioners, IACHR staff lawyers, Court officials,
representative from civil society organisations, and, subject to availability, state representatives before
the OAS. The event will be organised around two roundtable panels with 20-35 participants in total, in
order to facilitate dialogue and exchanges of experiences and insights.
This event coincides with the 25th anniversary of CEJIL. The Forum offers an important opportunity,
therefore, to reflect on the history of CEJIL’s work with the IAHRS, as well as future directions of human
rights advocacy in the Americas. The workshop is by invitation only, but a public event will be scheduled
for Monday 11 April that will feature an expert panel reflecting on the past record, current state, and
future potential and challenges of the Inter-American Human Rights System. It is envisaged that this
public debate will be webcasted.
DRAFT PROGRAMME
Sunday 10 April 2016
Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL)
1630 Connecticut Ave NW # 401, Washington, DC 20009
Tel: +1 202-319-3000
11.00-11.15. Welcome
11.15 – 13.15
Panel 1: Scholarly Perspectives on the Inter-American Human Rights System
This panel will present the main research findings of the Inter-American Human Rights Network (IAHRN)
as outlined in the IAHRN Reflection Report in order to generate discussions about what a future multidisciplinary research agenda on the Inter-America System should look like. The initial panel discussion
will be structured around the three main themes of the IAHRN: compliance and impact, the law and
politics of institutional change, and cross-regional perspectives on human rights systems.
Panellists from the Inter-American Human Rights Network:
 Jorge Contesse, Rutgers School of Law-Newark
 Par Engstrom, University College London
 Rossana Rocha Reis, University of São Paulo
 Clara Sandoval, Essex University
Moderator: CEJIL
13.15 – 14.45: Lunch
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14.45 – 16.45
Panel 2: Future Research and Policy Agendas for the Inter-American Human Rights System
This panel offers an opportunity to practitioners and IAHRS officials to provide feedback on the issues
covered in the IAHRN Reflective Report, as well as any aspect deemed to have been overlooked, in order
to identify specific priority areas for future scholarly research. In order to focus the discussions
workshop participants are invited to consider the following question: What are the major
questions/issues/challenges that you face in your work that academic scholarship could help to mitigate?
Panellists:
 Elizabeth Abi-Mershed, Inter-American Commission on Human Rights
 Liliana Gamboa, Open Society Justice Initiative
 Viviana Krsticevic, CEJIL
Moderator: Par Engstrom, University College London
16.45 – 17.30
Concluding Comments: Strengthening IAHRS Impact through Scholarly Research

Monday 11 April 2016
16.00 – 18.00. Public panel debate: 25 Years of CEJIL and the Inter-American Human Rights System,
followed by Q&A session and a reception
Panellists:
 Clara Sandoval, Lawyer and Senior Lecturer at the School of Law at Essex University
 Claudio Grossman, Lawyer, Dean of the Washington College of Law at American University, and
Former Chair, United Nations Committee Against Torture
 Claudia Martin, Co-director of the Academy of Human Rights and Humanitarian Law,
Washington College of Law at American University
 Par Engstrom, Lecturer in Human Rights of the Americas at the Institute of the Americas,
University College London
Moderation: CEJIL
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